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When this groundbreaking piece debuted in 1921, 7. The Terrible Head
Roman audience members stormed out of the theater, 8. Heroes and Villains
insisting the author should be institutionalized; 9. Nude descending a copyright case
Summer Pirandello and his family had to be escorted out. Yet 10. Wig party

feStivaIS subsequent productions were wildly successful.

Even if you're not interested in exploring the
self-conscious realm of metatheater and creative
responsibility, this classic still holds up. When a theater
troupe gathers to rehearse a Pirandello play, six
fictitious characters arrive, abandoned by their author, and demand the right to tell their story.
A bewildered cast of actors watches as the characters weave a tortured tale of sex and
death. Pirandello mixes the right ratio of theory and conflict, to entertaining effect.
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Promethean’s production respects the work but doesn’t add to it. Director Feliciano keeps the
show at a steady clip yet misses crucial opportunities for humor and depth, while designer
Caitlin McCown has crafted a basic, gardenlike set. The performances range from flat to

Complete street fest listings,
plus the best food, drinks; inspired: Saddled with a Herculean portion of the exposition, McCabe succeeds in capturing

his character’s weary tragedy, but Zlatanovski's Stepdaughter seems performative and
insincere. Embry shines as the spoiled peacock of Leading Lady, and Tazioli brings a dour
fire to Son, who refuses to tell his character’s story, justifiably terrified of its apocalyptic
ending.

and bands this summer.

TOC Blog

Just a little South Side
mist: The Chicago Half

Marathon
Published at 2:34pm No comments yet. Click here and be the first!

— Lisa Buscani

Comments | Leave acomment

A hard rain means a good
run.

More posts »

Survey

Tell us...
We're considering adding
social networking and other
interactive features (profile
pages, calendaring, etc.) to
our site. Tell us which ones
you'd like to see.

Take the survey »

TOC Poll

We want to know what you
think. Click here to answer
this week's poll question.

Sign up today!
Newsletter

Events, discounts, and the
best of Chicago delivered to
your inbox every week.

Prizes &
Promotions

2 0of3 9/15/08 3:47 PM



Six Characters in Search of an Author - Time Out Chicago

30of3

Win prizes and get discounts,
event invites and more.

TOC Staff

Who does what and why.

Student Guide

Essential advice for our
scholastically minded
citizens.

TOC Free Flix

Get free tickets to hot new
movie releases.

Subscribe

* Subscribe now

* Give a gift

* Subscriber services

http://www.timeout.com/chicago/articles/theater/36101/six-char...

9/15/08 3:47 PM



